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WHAT THE Y.M.C,A, IS DOING 


This is the title of an article by Tu Yu-ching (Y. C. Tu) in the July number of China Re- 
constructs, the monthly English language magazine published in China for overseas publicity. 
He states that there are now 26 city associations in China, This compares with a figure of 35 
in the 1949 directory put out by the National Christian Council, His answer to the question im- 
plied in the title is that ‘we are performing a good service to our youth and to our country, and 
we are bearing good witness to the Christian message in the new China."’ He goes on to de- 
scribe in some detail the religious, educational and recreational aspects of the Y’s work, thus 
showing that the Association is continuing the type of work for which it has been noted in the 


past. 


He gives several examples of revival and growth in Y work since liberation, The Soochow 
Y, ‘‘all but dead since the outbreak of the war of resistance against Japan in 1937,°" is now 
buzzing with activities of all sorts, The indoor swimming pool of the Shanghai Y is crowded 
QQ day, summer and winter, The Hangchow Y is now using a field for basketball and volley- =. 
all which formerly had been leased to a local tennis club. 


He speaks especially of closer cooperation with the church in recent years. ‘‘Recently the 
YMCA and the church have become more closely related, and found many ways of joint work, 
This cooperation is reflected in various ways, It is not uncommon to find a YMCA secretary who 
is at the same time a minister, During the last three years, two of our national secretaries have 
been ordained, one serving as pastor of the Community Church in Shanghai, and the other as 
ohe of the pastors of Moore Memorial Church (Methodist), also in Shanghai, The general secre- 
tary of the Hangchow YMCA has been invited to serve as general secretary of the Chekiang Dio- 
cese of the Episcopal Church, The general secretaries of the Nanking, Nanchang and Kunming 
associations are also ordained ministers of their respective denominations, For the recruiting of 
new personnel, we rely to no small extent on the theological seminaries, *’ 


He refers to the conference of general secretaries held in Peking last December, which we 
reported in the January 24 Bulletin, and says of it, ‘*Through exchange of experiences and dis- 
cussion, and through worship, we came to a new vision of the high calling to which we are dedi- - 
cated, The conference called on all the associations to cooperate more closely with the churches 
in bearing witness to Christ and to redouble their efforts in extending their services to youth. In 
the words of St. Paul, forgetting what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, we 
are pressing on toward the goal - for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, *’ 


PEARL CHIANG 


Pearl Chiang (Chiang Liang-yu), formerly principal of the Chengtu Women’s Normal School 
and the Provincial Kindergarten Normal School, connected with the Canadian United Church 
Mission, is now professor of Child Education at the Southwest Teachers College in Peipei, 
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Szechuan, She has an article in the August China Reconstructs under the title, **Not What I Ex- 
pected.*’ She tells how she was afraid that when the Communists came in, all her savings woul 
be taken away, and so she invested them in a house which she thought she might be allowed to 
keep. Actually, neither the house nor any other of her possessions has been touched by the 
Communists, However, the building of the house aroused some suspicion that she was misusing 


funds entrusted to her, ‘*There was my two-storey brick house standing prominently beside my seer 
place of work for all to see. No wonder that many people, including some of my students, co- rary 
workers and some of the Canadian missionaries who had been closely associated with the Child nize 
Study Centre, suspected that | might have pocketed something from the public funds that passed the 
through my hands, I was certainly in a mess, and was called into Court three times.*’ This was regi 


in 1952, during the Three- and Five-Anti Movements, After a thorough investigation she was 
completely exonerated. Soon afterwards the Child Study Centre was changed from a private to 


a Government institution, wert 
port 
‘Besides continuing with my regular teaching, I have been honored in ways I could never poss 


have dreamed of before: as delegate to the Chengtu City Conference of People's Representa- 
tives, as an executive committee member of the Szechuan Women's Federation and chairman 


of the Chengtu United Organization for Pre-School Educational Work, The Women's Federation abou 
asked me to take charge of the planning of exhibitions on child care and education for Inter- imp 
national Women's Day, which I did for the first two years after liberation, ans¥ 

“In the spring of 1954 there was a reorganization of educational institutions in Szechuan, ne 

and 1 was transferred to Southwestern Teachers College at Peipei, near Chungking. There | con- de pe 
tinue to work as a professor in the department of pre-school education at a salary higher than I bers 


ever had in the old China, Moreover, in September of the same year I! was given a wonderful 
opportunity to increase my professional knowledge by studying in Peking University under a 


Soviet expert and child psychologist in pre-school education,’’ ing ¢ 
of th 

BIBLES FOR THE CHINESE that 
Gove 

Rev. Laton E, Holmgren, Secretary for Asia of the American Bible Society, met with the —~, .“ghead 
bible society secretaries of Southeast Asia in Singapore March 28-April 2 for a special study of © ing 
Chinese Bible distribution, The Conference welcomed the appointment by the American Bible - worl 
Society of Dr. Ralph Mortensen, former Shanghai Secretary, to the task of ‘‘Bible Society spirit 
Service for Overseas Chinese’’, and his appointment as ‘‘Advisory Secretary for Overseas Chinese’’ agail 


with residence in Bangkok, was confirmed. He will act as advisor to the various area secretaries 
in Southeast Asia on matters relating to the distribution of Chinese versions of the Scriptures, In 


addition it was agreed that a Chinese Assistant Secretary, preferably a member of the Church of and « 
Formosa, be appointed as sub-agent for Formosa, Similar appointments were recommended for 
Malaya and Indochina, 
The Conference had before it a proposition to publish the whole Bible in Kuoyu-Phonetic, 
but considered this unnecessary, The New Testament and the Psalms are already in that form, a 16- 
and the Secretaries considered that anyone who had read that much of the Bible in the combined mer | 
Kuoyu~Phonetic form would be able to read the rest of the Bible without the phonetic crutch, prese 
It was decided to publish a Chinese edition of the Illustrated Gospels. The continued demand Unite 
for Kuoyu-English New Testaments was noted, The British were not able to join in a proposal perio 
to publish a Kuoyu-English Testament using the Revised Standard Version, but it was agreed that them 
if the American Bible Society could find the funds for such a volume it should be published at repla 
once. Dr, Mortensen was asked to investigate the necessity of other bi-lingual editions, such plebi 
as Chinese-Indonesian, It was pointed out that Lu Chen-chung’s version of the New Testament, deper 
transiated into the Chinese directly from the Greek, and published recently by the Hong Kong be ca 
Bible Book and Tract Depot, is not an official bible society version, but is preparatory in nature, the p 
looking forward to an authoritative revision of the Kuoyu Bible at some time in the future. certa: 
THROUGH THE CHINESE REVOLUTION THEN 
Ralph and Nancy Lapwood were London Missionary Society missionaries in China, assigned 1 
from 1948 to 1952 to Yenching University in Peking. They stayed on after practically all of mosa 


their missionary colleagues had gone, and readers of the Bulletin will remember the extracts © ex Pp 


ro 
m4 
— 
and 


servations and conclusions have now been summed up in a book with the above title (Spalding 


a the Lapwood letters which we reported from time to time during 1951 and 1952. Their 
nd Levy, London, 216 pp., 10/6). 


This is the best balanced of the statements friendly to the Communist regime which I have 
seen, The authors admit that there have been regrettable excesses, but consider them as tempo- 
rary phenomena, due to the excitement of a great revolution. Still more seriously, they recog- 
nize that Christian teaching can expect no sympathetic hearing from indoctrinated Marxists, and 
the Lapwoods remain Christian missionaries first, and only secondarily friends of the present 


regime, 


But in spite of these provisos, the Lapwoods came to the conclusion ‘‘that the Communists 
were not the ruthless and unscrupulous seekers for power that the Nationalist propaganda had 
portrayed, but earnest and efficient men and women of integrity, with whom co-operation was 


possible and right.*’ 


In the chapter on ‘**Chinese Christians’’, they conclude that the Peking churches had lost 
about one third their membership by 1952, but that the quality of life in the churches had greatly 
improved, As to the western fear that the Chinese church has forsaken its own message, Ralph 
answers that by quoting at length a sermon which he heard given by Y. T. Wu shortly before the 
Lapwoods left Peking in the summer of 1952, a sermon which ends with these words: ‘**Funda- 
mental religion is this - to stand like children before the infinite majesty of God, to adore, 
depend and obey.’’ They accordingly believe that **the leaders and the ordinary church mem- 
bers have the maturity and the earnestness of conviction that will enable the Church to stand,"’ 


Nowhere in the book do the authors seem to give adequate attention to the ultimate deaden- 
ing effect of a totalitarian regime upon the human spirit. Because some of the immediate results 
of the Communist government aré to be seen in improved economic conditions, they conclude 
that it is a beneficent regime. Actually, many of the points on which they praise the People’s 
Government were equally applicable to Mussolini's Italy and Hitler's Germany, Both of those 

| c.. revived the national spirit, united their peoples in a common task, and gave them some- 
ing beyond themselves to live for. But the result was a disaster to their own peoples and to the 
world, because their program involved a negation of the fundamental freedom of the human 
spirit, None of the spokesmen for Communist China seem to be aware of the gravity of this sin 
against the Holy Spirit, or else they do not recognize its existence in China, 


This is the chief criticism I have to make of a book written with praiseworthy moderation 
and clarity, 


The United Nations Association of Great Britain (25 Charles St., London W, 1) has published 
a 16-page pamphlet with the above title. The principal author is the Rev, Ronald Rees, a for- 
mer Methodist missionary in China, After a factual statement which outl'nes the history and 
present condition of Formosa, the authors recommend that the island be handed over to the 
United Nations for a period of from five to ten years, It is expected that at the end of that 
period a more definite settlement could be reached, based upon the desires of the Formosans 
themselves, This proposal seems to involve the liquidation of the Nationalist government, its 
replacement by a temporary United Nations government, and then at the end of the period a 
plebiscite in which Formosans would vote either to rejoin the mainland or to continue as an in- 
dependent country. In case the second choice were made, presumably the United Nations would 
be called upon to guarantee the island against encroachment, Whether such a bold solution of 
the problem stands any chance of serious consideration remains to be seen, It would seem 
certain to be distasteful to everyone concerned - except the Formosans, 


THEN TILL NOW IN FORMOSA 


This history of the missionary work of the Canadian and the English Presbyterians in For- 
mosa was written by Hugh Macmillan, missionary from Canada, It is a paper-bound book of 
ex pages, and sells for one dollar, This office has several copies available, and will be glad 
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